io6	THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
the Bolsheviks soon made itself felt, the Polish front being broken
on the second day of the fighting. On the night of July 6-7 Tukha-
chevsky forced the passage of the Beresina, and the Poles, menaced
by the enveloping movement of their left wing by the enemy,
gave way on the Dvina and shortly afterwards along the whole
front north of the Pripet.
SWIFT SOVIET ADVANCE
Vilna fell on July 14, and Grodno was surprised on July 20; the
line of the Niemen was lost. Pilsudski wished to stop the retreat
on the line of the Bug, but the Bolsheviks took Brest-Litovsk on
August i, and their advance guards approached Malkin—there
the Poles held the Reds up and for a breathing-space the retreat,
which had gone on for a month, and covered a distance of nearly
300 miles, was stayed. The Poles in the south checked the army of
Budienny and captured Brody, a victory which relieved the
pressure in the direction of Lwow. It had been Pilsudski's inten-
tion to make a counter-attack on the Bolshevik rear with a mass
of manoeuvre from Brest and the Bug, but with the fall of Brest
he had to change his plans; for the same reason the advantage at
Brody was not pressed. The new plan he formed had the same
Idea behind it, but the terrain was shifted. On August 2 the
Marshal returned from the front to Warsaw.
POLISH COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENCE
A week after the Grabski Government entered on office the
Prime Minister made a speech in the Seym setting forth the
necessity of constituting a Council for the Defence of the State
(Rada Qbrony Panstwd). The existence of the State was at stake,
and he exhorted'the nation to support the army fighting its battles
in the field against great odds. Next day, July i, 1920, the Seym
adopted a Bill creating the Council; its president was Pilsudski
as Chief of the State, and its members consisted of representatives
of the Seym, the Government and the army; it was given power
to decide all questions appertaining to the conduct of the war
and the conclusion of peace. The Council appealed to the whole
Polish people to rise in arms against the Bolshevik invaders, and

